
1 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

Philmont Training Center 2019 
Conference Attendee  Guidebook  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Updated 6/11/2019 



2 

 

 

 

Philmont Training Center       
17 Deer Run Road   
Cimarron, New Mexico 87714 
(575) 376-2281 
Philmont.TrainingCenter@scouting.org 
 

 

 

 

 

Dear Scouter, 
 

Welcome to the Philmont Training Center, the National Training Center of the Boy Scouts of 
America!   
 
We are thrilled to have you and your family partake in our exciting conference courses led by an 
outstanding faculty for the 2019 season. While you are in a conference, your family members will 
enjoy a variety of activities and programs led by Philmont staff.  
 
)Î ÔÈÉÓ ÇÕÉÄÅÂÏÏËȟ ×ÅȭÖÅ tried to cover every detail and answer every question that may arise 
before your departure. There have been changes from previous years, so ȬÂÅ ÐÒeparedȭ by 
carefully reading this guidebook and sharing it with your family. If you have any questions or 
concerns, feel free to give us a call at 575-376-2281, or send us an email at 
Philmont.TrainingCenter@scouting.org.  
 
Our staff and faculty are working hard to plan an exciting and fun-filled week for you and your 
family. The beauty, history, and unique charm of New Mexico and Philmont await you. 
 
See you soon!  
 
 
The Philmont Training Center Staff 
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About Philmont  

 
Philmont Scout Ranch spans across 140,171 acres of challenging Scouting adventure among the 
mountains and mesas of northeastern New Mexico.  Most of that land is part of two gifts from 
Oklahoma oilman, Waite Phillips, who donated it "for the purpose of perpetuating faith, self-
reliance, integrity, and freedomɂprinciples used to build this great country by the American 
Pioneer." 
 
Philmont's mountain terrain ranges in elevation from 6,621 feet at headquarters to 12,441 feet 
atop Baldy Mountain.  Our abundant wildlife population includes deer, elk, mountain lion, bear, 
bobcat, buffalo (American bison), and antelope. 
 
Rich in history, Philmont was a part of the Beaubien-Miranda Land Grant awarded by Mexico in 
1841. The Santa Fe Trail passed along Philmont's eastern boundary.  Both Kit Carson and 
mountain man Lucien Maxwell built homes at Rayado, located on the current southeast corner of 
the ranch.  Philmont Scout Ranch and the surrounding area have a rich heritage of Spanish, 
Native American, and Anglo cultures. 
 
Since Waite PhilliÐÓȭÓ ÆÉÒÓÔ ÐÒÏÐÅÒÔÙ ÇÉÆÔ ÉÎ ρωσψȟ ÏÖÅÒ ρȟπππȟπππ 3ÃÏÕÔÓ ÁÎÄ ÔÈÅÉÒ ÌÅÁÄÅÒÓ ÈÁÖÅ 
participated in the challenge of the backpacking program offered at Philmont Scout Ranch.  
Staffed camps offer a variety of activities including horseback riding, burro packing, mountain 
biking, gold panning, rock climbing, forestry, riflery, archaeology, and much, much moreɂwith 
an emphasis on environmental awareness. 
 
Mr. Phillips held a deep respect for the American cowboy.  As part of the gift, he asked that 
Philmont always remain a working cattle ranch.  Philmont maintains cattle, pack burros, buffalo, 
and riding horses. 
 
Serving as the National Training Center  for the Boy Scouts of America since 1950, the 
Philmont Training Center offers a variety of week-long conferences for volunteers and 
professionals each summer.  While a Scout leader is in conference, programs are planned for all 
members of the family ɀ infant through adult. For the first time in 2018, a family-based 
adventure experience was hosted by the Philmont Training Center, Philmont Family Adventure. 
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Your Trip to Philmont  
  
When to Arrive  
Check-in for Philmont Conference weeks is from 2:00 - 4:00pm  on Sunday.   

If you have a participant in a National Advanced Youth Leadership Experience  or Philmont 
Leadershi p Challenge, they must check in at 8:00am  on Sunday. Your NAYLE or PLC packet has more 
detailed information. The Mountain Trek program will have an orientation meeting at 3pm.  
 
 

 
 

By Automobile  

Driving across country to Philmont is a great experience.  Depending on your available time, sightseeing 
opportunities abound between your home and Philmont and in the area around Cimarron.  Refer to the 
map for highway information.     

Please note that New Mexico has a mandatory seatbelt law and speed limits are strictly enforced. The 
speed limit in Cimarron is 35mph and the Philmont Training Center is 15mph. Please drive carefully. 
Parking is available near tenting and roofed housing areas; however, these spaces are limited, and you 
may be asked to park in long-term parking. There is no electricity available for charging electric vehicles.
  
 

From Denver or Colorado Springs: 

Go south on Interstate 25 to Raton, New Mexico (17 miles south of the Colorado border).  Four 
miles south of Raton take Exit 446 onto Highway 64 and drive about 40 miles to Cimarron. 

 

From Albuquerque:  

Go north on Interstate 25 about 200 miles to Springer, New Mexico.  Three miles north of 
Springer, take Exit 419 onto Highway 58 and drive about 20 miles to Cimarron.  
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From Taos: 

Stay on Highway 64 toward Angel Fire (east of Taos).  You travel through Taos Canyon, Eagle 
Nest, and Cimarron Canyon, to reach Cimarron. 

 
When you reach Cimarron, turn south on State Highway 21 and drive approximately 4 miles to Philmont 
Scout Ranch.  As you enter Philmont, you will see several buildings before you reach your destination; 
these buildings are other parts of Philmont Base Camp, such as the Administration Building.   
Look for the brown Philmont Training Center sign near mile-marker 4 and turn left (east) onto Orchard 
Circle.  The Villa Philmonte, the Mediterranean-style home of the Phillips family, is located on the grounds 
of the Philmont Training Center and will serve as a guide to those arriving by car. 

 
By Plane 

The nearest major air terminals are Colorado Springs (190 miles north) and Albuquerque (220 miles 
south).  Other terminals are: Denver (270 miles north), and Amarillo (220 miles east).  Raton has a 
municipal airport for private aircraft.  

Shuttle service is available from Denver, Colorado Springs, and Albuquerque airports .  Shuttle 
reservations must be coordinated with Philmont using the appropriate Shuttle Application.  These 
shuttles do not run every day, so please check the backside of the Shuttle Sheet for available dates. 2019 
shuttle information  is available here. 

 

By Bus 

Currently, there are scheduled buses each day during the summer from Denver, Colorado Springs, 
Albuquerque, and Raton.  The Raton bus stop is across the street from the Amtrak station.  Contact 
Greyhound at 575-445-9071 or 800-231-2222 or visit www.greyhound.com for more information.  
Shuttle service is available from the Raton Train Station.  Shuttle reservations must be coordinated with 
Philmont using the appropriate Shuttle Application for the specific location where you will arrival.  These 
shuttles do not run every day, so please be sure to check the backside of the Shuttle Sheet for available 
dates. The 2019 shuttle information is available here. 

 

By Train  

AMTRAK is scheduled to arrive in Raton twice daily.  The late morning train arrives from the east and the 
late afternoon train arrives from the west.   Contact AMTRAK at 800-872-7245 or visit 
http://www.amtrak.com . 

Shuttle service is available from the Raton Train Station.  Shuttle reservations must be coordinated with 
Philmont using the appropriate Shuttle Application for the specific location where you will arrival.  These 
shuttles do not run every day, so please be sure to check the backside of the Shuttle Sheet for available 
dates.  The 2019 shuttle information is available here. 

 

Recreation Vehicles  

Parking is available at the Philmont Training Center for RV's, campers, and trailers, but hookups are not 
available, and no coÏËÉÎÇ ÉÓ ÁÌÌÏ×ÅÄ ×ÉÔÈÉÎ 26ͻÓ ÔÈÁÔ ÁÒÅ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ÐÁÒËÉÎÇ ÁÒÅÁȢ  0ÁÒÔÉÃÉÐÁÎÔÓ ×ÉÔÈ 26ȭÓ ×ÉÌÌ 
be assigned tents and are expected to reside in these tents throughout the week.  There are two RV 
campgrounds in Cimarron if you wish to stay in your RV.   
 

About Cimarron  
Cimarron is a small village with a population of about 900.  There are a few small hotels and restaurants.  
There is also a Family Dollar and one gas station in town. For more information about Cimarron 
accommodations, contact the Chamber of Commerce at 575-376-2417 or 888-376-2417 or visit their 
website at www.cimarronnm.com. 

https://www.philmontscoutranch.org/ptc/planningyourvisit/travelinformation/
http://www.greyhound.com/
https://www.philmontscoutranch.org/ptc/planningyourvisit/travelinformation/
http://www.amtrak.com/
https://www.philmontscoutranch.org/ptc/planningyourvisit/travelinformation/
http://www.cimarronnm.com/
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Your Week at Philmont  
   

Here is a brief overview of what will your week look like during a Philmont Training Center Conference.  
We will do our best to ensure that you and your family have an educational and adventure filled stay. 

 

 

Conference Schedule: 
Conferences meet Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday, and Friday from 8:20am to 11:20am and 
1:20pm to 4:20pm. Conferences do not meet Wednesday afternoon. Please note that Professional 
Development conferences might have a slightly different schedule and may meet in the evenings. 
 
Sunday 
Check-in takes place between 2:00pm and 4:00pm.  When you turn onto the street named Orchard Circle (see 
ÐÁÇÅ τ Ȱ9ÏÕÒ 4ÒÉÐ ÔÏ 0ÈÉÌÍÏÎÔȱɊ ÙÏÕȭÌÌ ÆÉÎÄ ÔÈÅ 7ÅÌÃÏÍÅ 7ÁÇÏÎȟ ×ÈÅÒÅ Á ÍÅÍÂÅÒ ÏÆ 0ÈÉÌÍÏÎÔȭÓ ÓÔÁÆÆ ×ÉÌÌ ÇÒÅÅÔ 
you and guide you to your assigned Tent City (either East or South Tent City).  The Tent City staff will then 
check you in, give you your Welcome Packet, and direct you to your lodging.  After unloading, please turn in 
medical forms at the PTC Med Re-check station, location will be detailed upon arrival.  
 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday  Friday  Saturday  

  Sunrise Chapel Family Photos on 
the Villa Lawn 

Sunrise Chapel   

Breakfast Breakfast Breakfast Breakfast Breakfast Breakfast 

Family 
Program 
 
Meet 
Orientation 
Session for All 
Adults 
 
Group and 
Course Photos 
 
Conferences 
Begins 

 
 
Family Program 
and Conferences 
Meet 
 

 
 
Family Program 
and Conferences 
Meet 
 

 
 
Family Program 
and Conferences 
Meet 
 

 
 
Family Program 
and 
Conferences 
Meet 
 

Mtn. Trek 
Returns 

Tent City 
Offices open for 
Second-Half 
Week and Full 
Week Check-
Out 

Lunch Lunch Lunch Lunch Lunch  

 

Check-In 

Mtn. Trek 
Meeting 

 
Family 
Program and 
Conferences 
Meet 
 
 

 
Family Program 
and Conferences 
Meet 
 

 
Family Free 
Time 

 

 

 
Family Program 
and Conferences 
Meet 
 

Family Program 
and 
Conferences 
Meet 
 
All Conference 
Gathering  

Dinner Dinner Buffalo BBQ 
Dinner 

Dinner Dinner Dinner 

Chapel Craft Center 
Night and   
Ice Cream 
Social 

Western Night: 
Dancing, 
Branding, and 
Games 

Craft Center 
Night and Movie 
Night 

Craft Center 
Night and 
Cobbler Night  

Closing 
Campfire at PTC 

Opening Program 

 Night 
Orienteering 

 Rayado 
Candlelight Tour 
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At 3:00pm Philmont Rangers will lead the Mountain Trek orientation meeting. Mountain Trek youth - please 
have your gear prepared and brought with you to meet your Philmont Rangers.  
 

You and your family are encouraged to attend an 
interfaith worship service at the PTC Chapel, located 
just behind the Welcome Wagon, at 4:30pm. Daily 
worship services also begin every evening at 7:00pm 
at Camping Headquarters (CHQ) in the Catholic, 
Jewish, LDS, and Protestant chapels. 
 
The evening flag ceremony will follow chapel and 
dinner will begin at 5:30pm. Occasionally, we will 
have two Dining Hall shifts to accommodate 
participant attendance. Please refer to your nametag 
for your assigned shift. At 7:30pm, head to the 
Program Bowl for the Opening Program, conducted 
by the PTC Staff. 

 
Monday:  

Your first full day at Philmont will be an exciting one! After breakfast, your children will meet their 
Program Counselors on the greensward (the grassy area southeast of the Villa Philmonte) at 8:20am.  All 
adults then gather in the Assembly Hall for a quick orientation meeting.  After the meeting, Silverados will 
take their group photo and learn about their activities and conference participants take their course photo 
and then will head to their conference rooms. Pick up your children at 11:20am and enjoy lunch in the 
Dining Hall. The afternoon program and conferences run from 1:20pm to 4:20pm.  Monday evening 
activities include Family Craft Center Night, an Ice Cream Social, and Night Orienteering (bring a 
flashlight). Be sure to refer to the weekly schedule you receive at check-in for a complete list of activities 
scheduled for your week. 

Tuesday: 

After taking your children to their Program Counselors on 
the greensward in the morning, head back to your 
conference room for another great day of learning and 
discussion.  Silverados participate in their chosen activities. 
When the daytime is done, Tuesday evening features our 
Western Night. Gather on the greensward (or Assembly 
Hall, in case of weather) for a buffalo barbeque and an 
evening of western games, branding, and western dancing.   

Wednesday: 

On Wednesday morning, you can sign up to have a family 
photo taken on the Villa Lawn. After conferences and family programs meet Wednesday morning, 
Wednesday afternoon is family free timeȢ  )ÔȭÓ Á ÇÒÅÁÔ ÏÐÐÏÒÔÕÎÉÔÙ ÔÏ ÅÎÊÏÙ 0ÈÉÌmont and the 
surrounding area.  9ÏÕȭÌÌ ÆÉÎÄ ÓÉÇÎ-up sheets at the main Bulletin Board behind the PTC Office for 
ÍÕÌÔÉÐÌÅ 0ÈÉÌÍÏÎÔ ÁÃÔÉÖÉÔÉÅÓ ÔÏ ÆÉÔ ÁÎÙÏÎÅȭÓ ÉÎÔÅÒÅÓÔ ɀ from hikes, horse rides, to tours. Wednesday 
night offers a free showing of a family movie in the Assembly Hall.  

 

 

 

 

 

PLEASE NOTE: In order to participate in a Philmont Horse Ride, ŀƭƭ ǊƛŘŜǊǎ Ƴǳǎǘ ƘŀǾŜ ŀǘ ƭŜŀǎǘ ŀ нсέ ƛƴǎŜŀƳ 

and weigh less than 200lbs.  You will also need to wear long pants. A safety helmet will be provided.  
Mustangs, Broncos and Silverados will be offered a trail ride during the week as part of their programs and will 
also need to wear long pants and meet the above criteria.  
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Thursday : 

Thursday is a return to conferences and group activities.  Most of the family groups will have 
activities away from PTC, such as all-day hikes, and eat their lunch on the trail  (with the exceptions of 
Small Fry and the Bandits).  Program groups with older participants (Sidewinders & Mustangs) will  
spend Thursday night ÏÕÔ ÉÎ 0ÈÉÌÍÏÎÔȭÓ ÂÁÃËÃÏÕÎÔÒÙȢ  4ÈÅ Sidewinders can spend the night at Rayado 
with a parent.  Transportation is available for the Sidewinders overnighter, departing after dinner on 
Thursday and returning  before breakfast on Friday morning (please refer to the Overnighter what to 
bring list on page 18).  Thursday night offers Family Craft Center Night, so you can finish up all those 
projects started earlier in the week and cobbler and patch trading in the Tent Cities.   

Friday : 
Friday is the last day for conferences and 
family program.  Conference graduations 
take place in and around the greensward 
area in the afternoon. At 3:30pm an All-
Conference Gathering will take place for 
conferences to meet and highlight all the 
courses that took part this week.  

Following flags and dinner, make sure to 
head over to the Program Bowl at 
7:30pm. All family program groups 
perform in skits on Friday evening 
during the Closing Program. Join us as 
we sing the Philmont Hymn and begin 
saying goodbye to newfound friends and 
to Philmont. 

Saturday : 
Saturday is time to pack up, say adios to your Philmont friends, and head home. Breakfast will be 
available at normal times; this will be your last meal provided by Philmont. Mountain Trek 
participants will return to PTC shortly after breakfast. We ask that you please move out of your 
housing by 9am. If you could please sweep out your tent, close the windows, and double check that 
you have all your items. Travel safely and see you next time!   
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Meals and Housing  
 

Meals 
 Meals are served in either one or two different shifts in Dining Hall 2 at the Training Center.  Your assigned 
shift will be determined prior to arrival. Your cooperation in observing these assignments is appreciated; 
doing so avoids long lines and ensures table space for all guests.   

 
At mealtime, early-arrivals line up outside the Dining Hall and are led by the staff in reciting the Philmont 
Grace.  Meals are varied, and there is always a salad/fruit bar, cereal with milk, and peanut butter and 
jelly for sandwiches.  Refrigeration is available in the Tent City offices for infant formula or medications. 

 

 
 

Tent Housing  

Living in tents may be a new experience for you. Most 
participants find the leisurely life of tent dwelling to 
be comÆÏÒÔÁÂÌÅ ÁÎÄ ÅÎÊÏÙÁÂÌÅ ÉÎ 0ÈÉÌÍÏÎÔȭÓ ÃÌÉÍÁÔÅȢ 
Each Tent City has shower houses, restrooms, a 
playground, a Tent City office, and a lounge area.  Your 
Tent City staff will be nearby to help you in any way 
possible. 
 
Your 10' x 12' canvas wall tent is on a wood or 
concrete platform and contains two metal-spring twin 
beds with mattresses, chairs, a metal locker, an 
electric outlet, and a light. 
 
Irons, ironing boards, fans, clothing hangers, extra 
blankest, and other services are available for your use at no charge in the Tent City office.  Games, 
evening activities, Cobbler Nights, patch trading sessions, and other activities will be organized by the 
Tent City staff or your fellow Tent City residents.   
 
Tent assignments depend upon attendance numbers and the ages and number of members in your 
family. Common arrangements include multiple tents with cots and cribs. Capacity can be increased to 
three per tent with the use of a military cot for families with small children.  
 
Each tent city has nearby handicap accessible shower houses. All Philmont Training Center shower 
houses have individual locking units, with each room containing a shower, sink, and toilet.  
 

Families staying in tents will need to bring their own  sleeping bags (or other bedding), pillows, 
and towels for their stay.  

 

 

 

 

If you or a member of your family has special dietary requirements, please let Philmont know in 
advance either through the registration process or by emailing Philmont.TrainingCenter@scouting.org. 
Philmont's isolated location limits the availability of many specialized or kosher food items and these 
items may need to be brought from home.  Philmont's food service staff will make every effort to 
meet your needs but may not be able to accommodate persons following strict diets for religious 
or medic al reasons. 

mailto:Philmont.TrainingCenter@scouting.org
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New for 2019 ɀ Deluxe Tents!  
 

Philmont is excited to introduce our newest tenting option ɀ Deluxe Tents! Deluxe Tents are a tenting upgrade 
designed to make the outdoors comfortable for the whole family. Each Deluxe Tent will contain high quality linens, 
bedding, and furniture. Each Deluxe Tent will have one queen bed and two sets of bunk beds, sleeping 5 to 6 
people. These tents will be a short walk away to our Showerhouse, where individual locking units contain a 
shower, sink, and toilet.  
 
Deluxe tents will be available in limited quantities beginning June 23rd.  
 

 

 
 
 
Philmont will provide sheets and bedding, pillows,  and towels for your upgraded  stay in  the Deluxe Tents . 
Room cleaning services will not be provided during the duration of your stay.  
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Family Programs  
The Philmont Training Center features a program of fun activities for everyone under the leadership of trained 
staff members. Evenings are devoted to family activities and free time. Sunday and Wednesday afternoons are 
also free for family activities, hiking, fishing, or sightseeing. Family programs offered are listed below and 
described on the following pages. 
 
Family Program Groups meet while conferences are in regular session: 

 
 Monday  8:20am - 11:20 & 1:20pm to 4:20 
 Tuesday 8:20am - 11:20 & 1:20pm to 4:20 

 Wednesday 8:20am - 11:20  
 Thursday  8:20am - 11:20 & 1:20pm to 4:20 
 Friday  8:20am - 11:20 & 1:20pm to 4:20 
 
The family programs are only available during the detailed times. Depending upon the number of participants, 
family groups may be combined or split. Groups are arranged by age:  
   

 Small Fry  Ages 2 months to 4 years 
 Bandits   5 to 6 years 
 Ropers  7 years 
 Deputies   8 to 9 years 
 Sidewinders  10 years 
 Mustangs  11 to 13 years  
 Mountain   Trek* 14 to 20 years 
Broncos    14 to 20 years 

 Silverados     Non-conference adults, 21+ 
   

*Mountain Trek participants must be 14 years of age or have completed the 8th grade and be at least 13 years old but are not yet 21 prior to 
participation. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Children must participate in family program or be under the supervision of a parent. Children may not 
attend conference sessions with a parent . Children who are ill will be returned to their parents. Disruptive 
behavior is not tolerated . Children who are disruptive are removed from the program. If the behavior 
continues, parents will be asked to remove the child from the premises. Family Program activities are subject 
ÔÏ ÃÈÁÎÇÅ ÂÁÓÅÄ ÏÎ ×ÅÁÔÈÅÒȟ ÏÒ ÏÔÈÅÒ ÃÏÎÄÉÔÉÏÎÓ ÂÅÙÏÎÄ ÔÈÅ 4ÒÁÉÎÉÎÇ #ÅÎÔÅÒȭÓ control. 
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Family Program Groups  

Each Family Program group participates in activities designed with the age and ability of the family 
member in mind.  Canteens or water bottles, rain gear, and a daypack large enough to hold all their gear 
are needed for each person participating in Family Program activities. Schedules may vary due to group 
size, weather, or other factors at Philmont. Depending upon the number of participants, family groups may 
be combined or split to provide more proportionately even groups. 

The main objective of the Philmont Training Center Family Program is to provide an age-appropriate 
Philmont experience. Please understand that while some of our Cub Scout and Scouts BSA programs may 
be based on advancement requirements, their main intent is to let our Scouts have a fun Philmont 
experience.  4ÈÅ ÔÒÕÅ ȰÁÒÅÎÁȱ ÆÏÒ ÁÄÖÁÎÃÅÍÅÎÔ ÉÓ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ÈÏÍÅȟ ÔÈÅ ÄÅÎȟ ÔÈÅ ÐÁÔÒÏÌȟ ÏÒ ÔÈÅ ÔÒÏÏÐ ÁÎÄ ×Å ÄÏ 
not wÉÓÈ ÔÏ ÕÓÕÒÐ ÔÈÅ ÐÁÒÅÎÔȭÓȟ ÄÅÎ ÌÅÁÄÅÒȭÓȟ ÏÒ 3ÃÏÕÔÍÁÓÔÅÒȭÓ ÒÏÌÅȢ  

Small Fry  (2 months - 4 years old)    

For the youngest scouts, a nursery is in the Small Fry Center and parents may leave their children during 
Family Program times. Infants may be left for as little as an hour, or as long as a morning or afternoon 
session. Care is provided by trained Philmont staff according to your instructions. 

At the Small Fry Center, the staff provide activities, games, crafts, pony rides, and supervised play during 
family program times. If riding ponies, all children are required to wear long pants and closed-toed shoes.  

Parents of Small Fry children need to send all essential items (bottles, sweaters, diapers etc.) with their 
children. Be sure to label each item with your 
name as well as the name of your child. 
 

Bandits  (5 ɀ 6-year-old youth)  
Bandits participate in nature hikes, pony rides, 
games, songs and skits, crafts, museum tours, 
and two half-day hikes.  
 

Ropers (7-year olds) 

Ropers will get to partake in hiking, Villa and 
Museum tours, archery and BB guns, pony rides, 
games, crafts, and an all-day hike.  

Deputies  (8 ɀ 9-year-old youth)  

Deputies participate in hiking, museum tours, archery and BB guns, pony rides, games, crafts, and an all-day hike.  
 

Sidewinders (10-year olds) 
Sidewinders enjoy hiking, archery and BB guns, crafts, sports, rock climbing, Villa and museum tours, and 
a parent/Sidewinder overnighter. The overnighter is for the Sidewinder and a parent only. 
 

Mustangs (11 ɀ 13-year-old youth) 

Mustangs enjoy a schedule of activities that varies from week to week. The Mustang program may include 
day hikes, horse rides, rock climbing, nature-based activities and games, archery, shooting sports, crafts, 
and an overnighter in Philmont's backcountry. 

Mustangs must have Parts A, B, and C of the BSA Annual Health & Medical Record, and bring the 
equipment listed for overnighters. 
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Broncos  (14 ɀ 20-year olds) 
The Broncos program is for those teenage family 
members who choose not to participate in a 
Mountain Trek. Broncos stay at PTC with their 
family, but enjoy a week of activities including 
hiking, horse rides, museum tours, ropes course, 
rock climbing, and shooting sports.   
 

Mountain Trek  (14 ɀ 20-year olds)   
Mountain Treks are challenging 
backpacking expeditions that provide an 
opportunity to experience Philmont's 
rugged Sangre de Cristo Mountains.  
Mountain Trek crews hike 20-40 miles 
into the backcountry where participants 
stay at several camps that offer a variety 
of exciting programs.  The Mountain Trek 
Program is for young men and women 

who are 14 years of age, or have completed the 8th grade and are at least 13 years old, but are not yet 21 
prior to participation.  

All Mountain Trek participants must complete and return the Mountain Trek Information Form , 
which can be found here.  Participants are organized into male, female, or co-ed crews and are placed 
under the supervision of two of Philmont's highly qualified Rangers.  

On Sunday afternoon, Mountain Trek participants check in at the Philmont Training Center and meet at 
3:00pm  on the greensward prepared to leave for the trek.  After a short orientation meeting with the 
Philmont Rangers, the participants divide into crews based on their age and ability and prepare for 
departure into the backcountry.  Participants will return Saturday morning around 9:00am. 

Parts A, B, and C of the BSA Annual Health & Medical Record are required. Philmont provides crew gear, 
but participants need the personal gear listed on the Mountain Trek equipment list, listed on the 
Mountain Trek Guidebook. 

Please note: The Mountain Trek program is not offered during Fall Conference. 

Silverados  (Non-conference adults, 21+) 

Silverados are provided with a wide range of planned activities. The Silverados have their own meeting 
after the all-adult meeting on Monday morning.  During this meeting, they will hear details about the 
activities scheduled, and get to sign up for activities they are interested in. Some of these activities are led 
by the Philmont staff and others are self-guided. Silverados can change activities throughout the week.   

Some Silverado programs will require additional fees if they are provided off Philmont property or by 
local experts (including White Water Rafting, Candle Making in Cimarron, Jeep Tours in Red River, etc.)  
Silverados car-pool in personal vehicle s to any activity that takes place away from the Training Center 
property.  

Other Silverado activities include: Shooting Sports, Villa and Museum tours, High Ropes course, fishing, 
crafts, and outdoor cooking. An extensive day-hiking program is also available for Silverados. Hikes range 
from an easy 1.2-mile nature walk to a more challenging all-day hike of 8 miles into the backcountry.  
Anyone interested in participating in the extensive hiking programs must meet the Philmont Height and 
Weight Chart restrictions. 

 

 

 

 

https://www.philmontscoutranch.org/wp-content/uploads/filestore/pdf/PTC/MountainTrekGB.pdf
https://www.philmontscoutranch.org/wp-content/uploads/filestore/pdf/PTC/MountainTrekGB.pdf
https://filestore.scouting.org/filestore/HealthSafety/pdf/680-001_philmont.pdf
https://filestore.scouting.org/filestore/HealthSafety/pdf/680-001_philmont.pdf

