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Backcountry Favorites

By Robert Griffin

So little time with so much to see.

This is the feeling most of us probably
have while we re out here. We're only here for a
summer—with “work™ getting in the way—and we
have a seemingly endless supply beautiful trails to
experience, several peaks to conquer and a wealth of
famous challenges to attempt. And among it all, there
is plenty of program to be had and 34 different staff
camps to visit,

It would be a real achievement indeed to visit
every camp but many of us don’t have the time. The
PhilNews spent some of this week talking to some
of the more seasoned staff on the Ranch to find out
what their favorite
staff camps are, and
what makes a good
camp.

*That's
easy enough,” said
eight-year Train-
ing Center veteran
Tim Carroll when
faced with the
question. “French

| ¥
Learning the ba
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Henry is my fa-
vorite backcountry
camp, because it is
absolutely beautiful,
totally remote, and
friendly vear after year.”

The answer of “French Henry” was extremely
common. With Philmont’s biggest mountain just a
short hike a way, a rushing river, beautiful flowers
and greenery, remnants of a mine long gone and a
diverse and varied program—not to mention perhaps
the premier porch on the Ranch—French was far and
away the most common answer.

Close behind was its rival in the mining busi-
ness: Cypher’s Mine.

“I love the mine tour and the stomp and
stuff,” said Ranger Trainer Kirsten Anderson. “The
stomp is one of my favorite things in the backcoun
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try.

Backcountry Manager Julie Vigil, a 23-season
veteran, also enjoys French, as well as Baldy Town,
due to her love of the North Country.

Anderson was quick to point out a close sec-
ond for her is the homesteading camp Crooked Creek.

"l think it’s one of the most beautiful camps
and it’s a little more remote and they have fun animals
there,” she said. “And the cabin’s really cool.”

Anderson’s sister, Carrie—a survivor of nine
mountain treks, a R.O.C.S. program and the inaugural
Trail Crew trek—has the exact same set of favorite
camps as her sister. Though she also quickly points
out that she, “liked
them first!™

Veteran Ranger
Trainer extraor-
dinaire is part of
another large crowd
which enjoys flock-
ing to Fish Camp. He
says not only for the
titular program, but
also because he likes
to play Waite Phillips
when he visits,

Though perhaps
Director of Program

Mark Anderson and
Backcountry Manager Gene Schnell echo the most ac-
curate sentiments when they say, “I like them all.”

“I don’t have a favorite staff camp,” said six-
time LDS Chaplain Elder David Wilson. “We all have
different interests. It depends on the day.”

As Wilson says, what makes a staff camp good
varies, depending on your personal interests. Whereas
one can appreciate the quick hike to Abreu, others
may enjoy the remote and beautiful excursion required
to reach Black Mountain. I might enjoy seeing an in-
terpretive staff play the roles of people long gone from
this earth, while you might appreciate the comfort and
familiarity of seeing blue shirts talking about the here



and now. And varied programs mean there’s some-
thing for everyone.

The overwhelming consensus for what makes
a staff camp great, however, is the staff.

“Every staff camp deals with daily confusion,
excessive work, isolation, and the kind of drama that
makes most reality shows look like children at play,”
said Carroll. “The difference between a good camp
and a bad one is that a bad camp will use this as an
excuse to shut you out, while a good one will use it as
an excuse to invite you in.”

Kirsten Anderson agrees.

“I'd say if you have really awesome and re-
ally energetic people, that will make the camp awe-
some no matter what the program is.”

Fish Camp, French Henry and Cypher’s Mine
come out as the most common favorites, but every
camp has its fans. If you're looking for a place to fall
in love with, these are merely suggestions for where
to start. The best way to be sure, though, is to go out,
explore and find a welcoming staff, a fun program,
and place so beautiful you don't want to leave. I
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Welcome staff & guests to Philmont's 69th season.
Phones,
Cimarron In-room coffee,
A Inn cable TV,
spotlessly clean rooms,
& RV. PARK friendly and
* Thans Baeant courteous service
Each Is uniquely furnished to
reflect local history and activities. Ask to see the
o AAA Rateds Philmont Room
www.cimarroninn.com & th"_‘-' NEW CASITA
(505) 376-2268 which sleeps 12!

Hours 10 am - 2pm
Open 7 Days a Week
Memorial Day 1o Labor Day

04The Philnews - July 6th, 2007




J
Heck’s
Since 1975

Hungry Traveler

1_"5
By

.'|T-_L" '-'t‘.'i'-,_'r---..-r';_._ ..
¥ 'I;‘Mga r-i& ™

TR

Breakfast, Lunch, & Dinner

Buffet Coming Soon!
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Serving you from 6:00 AM to 8:30 PM

Groups & Busses Welcome! For groups of 15 or more without
reservations allow 30 minutes extra for service.

Home of the cinnamon bun, a Phil Favorite.

(505)-376-2574
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Killer on the Road

By J%Q mr..%gaf \?etﬁ! ?ull of legends about
outlaws and vigilantes and Cimarron is no different.
The history of Cimarron began long before Waite
Phillips settled here. The Old Mill Museum (formerly
Aztec Mill) and St. James Hotel (formerly Lambert’s
Inn) had been around for half a century before Phil-
lips purchased land in New Mexico. This “wild” and
“unruly” town had more excitement than a classic
John Wayne Western. The Monster of Palo Flechado
by Calico Jones, tells the true story of one of Amer-
ica’s first documented serial killers from Elizabeth-
town, New Mexico located just a few miles outside
of Eagle’s Nest.

Charles Kennedy lured unsuspecting trappers,

“Kennedy lured unsus-
pecting trappers, min-
ers and travelers into his
home...”

miners and travelers into his home and killed them
and sold all of their belongings. All told Kennedy
murdered at least 40 people and some estimates place
that number even higher. The Palo Flechado Pass
was an ideal place to commit murder and dispose of
bodies. Missing settlers and prospectors were easily
overlooked in those days when privacy was less of a
luxury and more of a requirement. The local Apache
Indians became a scapegoat for some of the missing
or dead.

Higinia, Kennedy's wife and a Ute Indian,
had been taken from her tribe and forced into slav-
erv. Kennedy and Higinia had a least one child, a son
named Samuel. Higinia’s family and other Native
American. and Mexicans in the area had been suspi-
cious of Kennedy for some time. When her brother
came searching for her in late September 1870, Ken-
nedy shot him and put him in the cellar. A Jewish
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peddler was the last guest to “stay™ at the inn.

The peddler sat with the family for dinner and
inquired about the possibility of encountering any
Indians in the area. Kennedy’s son replied, “Can’t you
smell the one papa hid in the cellar?” Kennedy shot
the peddler and swung the small boy headfirst against
the stone fireplace. He tossed their bodies under the
house and threatened to kill his wife if she ever said
anything about it again.

She waited until Kennedy was deep in a
drunken sleep and slowly put out the fire and climbed
to her freedom through the chimney. She stumbled
into Johnny Pearson’s Saloon bloody and shaking and
collapsed in the doorway.

Clay Allison, the legendary Gunslinger, helped
her to a chair, where she began detailing her horrific
life with Charles Kennedy.

Allison, the quintessential vigilante, and a mob of men
rode to Kennedy's house, broke down the door and
woke Charles Kennedy from his inebriated slumber.

On October 3, 1870, Kennedy had his initial
hearing before a judge and was remanded without bail
until a grand jury could be convened. While await-
ing his day in court, Kennedy hired a lawyer, MW,
Mills, who immediately went to work trying to get his
defendant acquitted. After rumors began circulating
that Kennedy would not be brought to justice for his

“He tossed their bodies un-
der the house...”

terrible crimes, Allison and his mob charged the jail
and began an impromptu trial on October 6, 1870.
~Mills allegedly tried to influence some of the

jury members during the trial. When the jury dead-

locked, Allison and the rowdy mob decided that they
were not going to let Kennedy get away that easy.
I'hey tied him to a horse and dragged him around until



Hiking Buddy
Needed

Wants to get into the back-
country on Wednesdays,
Thursdays, & Fridays. Contact
Dennis Straits via I-Camp at
Maintenance.

Introducing the NEW Philnews
Hiking Service.

It's like personals
for hikers. I-camp
us your name, age,
contact info, when

and where you
want to hike, we’ll
do the rest.

08 The Philnews - July 6th, 2007
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Steak Burger & Fries

Try the
Fresh Cut Fries with Chili & Cheese

Homemade Green or Red Chili
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Call Ahead
Dine In or Take Out
505-376-2226
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his head fell off. Kennedy's body was buried in Eliza-
bethtown, but his head was put on a stake outside
Johnny Pearson’s Saloon.

Allison threatened a similar fate for any man
that removed the head and it stayed for a few months
until one night it mysteriously disappeared. It has
been theorized that Henry Lambert, the barkeep at
Johnny Pearson’s Saloon, buried the head inside a
horse corral. Higinia quietly departed and went back
to her tribe. Allison passed away 17 years later in
a drunken driving incident when he fell under his
wagon.

Disclaimer: Records for this time support the general
facts of the life of Charles Kennedy and his family,
but some of the details may not be completely accu-
rate.

If anyone would like more information on Charles
Kennedy or would like to read the complete version
ot Calico Jones’s The Monster of Palo Flechado. go
to The Old Mill Museum and ask for Buddy Morse.
He can tell you anything you want to know about Ci-
marron and he is a really interesting person to talk to.

CIMARRON

ART GALLERY
I"_‘:“__:-:r"
Art, Jewelry, Sculpture
Best Selection in Cimarron
10% discount for Philmont Staff

We have Layaway!

Upen 8 am. to 6:30 p.m

:s::ﬂ;:- .?M;
n'.l- vg"ﬁ‘li :ﬁﬂ‘r

33? Oth St. E'lmarmn N‘ﬂ
(505) 376-2614
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0il Wagon Rides Again

By Robert Griffin

For decades, an old tanker wagon sat rusty
behind the Kit Carson Museum, unnoticed and un-

wanted.

That changed in the winter of 2005, when
Philmont went to work fixing up the carriage, which
probably once belonged to Waite Phillips.

The wagon was the type used to deliver petro-
leum from door to door, much as the Waite Phillips
Oil Company would have done. Philmont Compliance
Manager Dave Kennecke speculates Phillips probably
used the vehicle in the ranch’s early days to deliver oil
to the various residences around the property.

Now with a fresh coat of paint and some new
woodwork, the old tanker appears as a gorgeous
Philmont horse-drawn carriage. Former staff member
Rusty Lowe brought out horses for the wagon, and
Philmont General Manager Keith Galloway, as well
as his wife Lois, took the carriage for a test drive
Tuesday in front of the Administration Building. Gal-
loway was preparing for a ride through Cimarron for
Wednesdays Fourth of July Parade.




At the top of Philmont

By Robert Griffin

Once a haven for those seeking fortune in the
hills, now a giant monument to the tests of Scout-
ing High Adventure, Baldy Mountain is perhaps the
ultimate experience for those seeking Philmont’s
backcountry.

Baldy combines a rich history with beautiful
sights found nowhere else on the Ranch, along with a
huge test of one’s hiking metal.

Baldy experienced a massive gold rush that
began in the late 1800s and limped into the Phillips
era. It sat alone for decade, towering over Philmont,
which, at the time, called Clear Creek Mountain
(later Mount Phillips) its tallest peak. Then, in 1963,
Norton Clapp, the executive vice president of the
Mational Council of the Boy Scouts of America,

] IR L o e
PRI oy T E

gave Philmont the money to purchase the mountain
the 10,000 surrounding acres, making 12,441 feet
Philmont’s new highest point.

Hiking Baldy provides plenty of adventure,
with several distinctly different trails to experience
and three fabulous staff camps to visit. Best of all, this
towering beast is still merely a day hike—though tak-
ing time to camp out and enjoy sunrise in the area is
not a bad idea.

To begin your ascent of the mountain, start at
the Maxwell turnaround. Get there by heading east
on highway 64 until you reach Ute Park. From Ute.
turn north down the Express Ranch road. You'll pass
through a gate, held closed by a chain over a nail. and
shortly after you'll reach the turnaround.




The Maxwell turnaround is just about a mile
and a half from one of Philmont’s most beautiful
camps, Miranda. A mountain man rendezvous camp
with black powder rifles and beautiful views of Baldy
from its many meadows, Miranda is a worthy stop
while making your trip.

If you're merely looking to quickly ascend
the mountain and get down in a timely manner, the
best way to go up is through Baldy Town. At just ten
miles from base to summit, this route spends most
of its time on a road. until you reach the camp. and
heads straight up the mountain.

Baldy Town was once a bustling mine town,
and during your ascent you'll find plenty of old mine
equipment, shafts and the rusted remnants of a com-
munity long gone. At 10,000 feet, vou’ll reach the
commissary camp that now sits there, and you’ll have
a chance to visit their museum and take in the beauti-
ful view it offers looking down the valley towards
Ponil canyon.

Another
trail which be-
gins its ascent
up the same
face is through
the Black Horse
Mine. This
route isn’t much bit »”
longer, coming S
in at about 6
miles to the summit, and is more lush and overgrown
than the Baldy Town route. Black Horse begins at
Miranda and heads upward. The trail follows the
river for a time through a forest almost too lush to be
in New Mexico, before beginning a series of large
switchbacks. Along the trail during the switchbacks,
you’ll see abandoned buildings and mine equipment,
as well as an amazing view of Touch-me-Not and the
beautiful valley between the two 12,000 footers.

Another trail takes you through one of
Philmont’s favorite staff camps, French Henry, before
heading up the steep back side of the mountain.

. * Follow the road towards Baldy Town, until
you reach the trail to Ewell’s Park. Continue along
this route, and you'll come into the beautiful mining
camp famous for capturing the heart of many a visi-
tor. It’s approximately 4.5 miles to French from
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“Every step 1s made more
difficult, as you will often
find yourself sliding back a

the turnaround, but the hard part comes next. It’s only
another 2.5 miles from French to the summit, but
they're some of the hardest miles on the ranch.

The trail, even lusher than the Black Horse
route, heads steeply up to Copper Park, a beautiful
and quite trail camp set in a meadow among the trees
with Baldy towering above. The trail goes nicely from
there, until you reach the tree line and begin your final
ascent.

The tree line is much lower on the Copper
Park trail than on the Black Horse or Baldy Town trail,
but once the trees disappear, that's when the real dif-
ficulty of climbing the mountain starts. For more than
1,000 feet of climb on the north side and more than
600 feet on the south side the face of the mountain
is made of very loose rock. Every step is made more
difficult, as you will often find yourself sliding back
a bit, and rock slides are not at all uncommon. The
trail is also steep, and the high elevation doesn’t make
things any easier.

Once you reach
the top, however,
you’ll be treated
to an amazing
view, towering
above every-
thing Philmont
to the south and
east, and looking
down on beautiful
Eagle’s Nest Lake far below to the northwest. Baldy
tends to have high winds on top, but long-ago-built
rock walls provide some relief, and a great place to eat
lunch. At the time of this writing, in fact, there’s even
snow on top.

A new trail this summer provides yet another
way to climb Baldy. The Order of the Arrow Trail
Crew has spent the past three years constructing a new
trail through Greenwood Canyon. Starting in Cop-
per Park, this trail takes you off property on a long,
sweeping route around the north side of Baldy to ap-
proach gradually from the east. Spending its time on
solidt ground above the tree line, it provides views of
both the mountains to the east and Baldy itself, be-
fore making the easiest of all ascents from the saddle.
Though significantly longer than any other route, it
offers unparalleled scenery and a relatively simple
ascent, while also requiring the hiker to experience the

continued on pg. 27



Free Floating the Rio

By Margaret Hedderman

Photo by: Rory Chapman

You can still feel the flow of the river hours
after crawling out, waterlogged, sun-burnt, and com-
pletely happy. Declare to the river “I am driftwood.
Take me.” And float unencumbered by paddles in an
inner-tube along the wild Rio Grande for a day or
two.

Thirty minutes south of Taos on NM-68 is
the blip of a town known as Pilar. It’s easy to miss,
tucked away in the Rio Grande Gorge with only two
businesses to mark its existence. Sun-bleached cot-
tages and gnarled cottonwoods laze beside the river.
With our car packed to the roof with inner-tubes, we
turned right onto NM-570 and headed to the Orilla
Verde Recreation Area.

Nestled between the Class IV rapids of the
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“It’ll only take an
hour and that’s 1f
you stop to swim.”
My famous last
words. Six hours lat-
er we’re still float-
ing down the Rio
(Grande — not that
that’s a bad thing.

Taos Box and Racecourse, Pilar generally attracts raf-
ters and kayakers, but Orilla Verde is a calm float with
a little Class Il whitewater action — nothing an inner-
tube can't handle.

Not five minutes into our trip we encountered
the first batch of rapids. The term “rapids” is a bit of
an overstatement. Extremely shallow and rocky, it was
all we could do to keep our behinds from dredging the
river bottom. My advice: buy the biggest inner-tube
possible because 15-inchers don’t cut it.

Don’t feel liké you have to cruise a yacht
down the Rio Grande. A $14 inner-tube from Silvas
Tires in Taos will do you fine. Anything from a 16 to
20-inch will keep you happy and afloat. Though, don’t
skimp and launch a pool-floatie from Wal-Mart. Sharp

continued on pg. 27



The Torn Leaf

Submission by Rabbi Rachmiel Tobesman

haMaggid (The Storyteller)

Never ask a storyteller a question without
expecting a story for an answer. | did not know what
to write for this week’s chaplain’s column, but then I
remembered a story about a verse in the Scriptures:

Everyvone that is called by My name, and whom [
have
created for My glory, I have formed him, I have made
him.”
Isaiah 43:7)

It was summertime, a time for relaxation, and for
restoring one’s strength. A holy rabbi was spending
some time with his son in the fields and forest outside
their village. The two used to take long walks through
the countryside. marveling at the beauty of G-d’s
world.

The fields were ripe with their golden harvest
of wheat. The swollen sheaves swayed gently, prom-
isingly, in the gentle breeze, swishing softly to and
fro. It felt good to be alive!

They walked along in silence, enjoying the
peace of the area, suddenly the father turned to his
son, saying, and “Just look at the marvel of nature!
See how G-d has a plan and a purpose for every sin-
gle stalk of wheat, every pufl of wind, the swaying of
each blade of grass. Everything is included in G-d's
overall master plan of creation! Is it not marvelous
that One so exalted and mighty should consider every
tiny, minute speck on this world?”

They continued along the country road,
breathing in the fresh air, each one silent with his
own thoughts. Soon they came to a forest and contin-
ued walking leisurely among the trees. Engrossed in
his thoughts, the boy absent-minded plucked a leaf
off a branch. He held the leaf in his hand and from
time to time would unconsciously tear off a bit and
throw it away.

His father noticed what he was doing and
commented, “I don’t understand how you can do
something destructive like that without thinking.

12 The Philnews - July 6th, 2007

Don’t you know that even a leaf is part of creation,
that has its purpose? Did I not just tell you how G-d
guides the destiny of every tiny thing, even a leaf?
Don’t you realize that a leaf is also a living thing; it
breathes and grows. Why is the ‘I’ of a leaf any differ-
ent that the ‘1" of a human being? To be sure, you can
think and speak while it is only a plant. Still, just as
you, a human being, have a task to fill in this world, so
does this leaf have a purpose to accomplish during its
lifetime on this world.”

It is important to remember that “when G-d
created the first human beings, He led them around
the Garden of Eden and said: ‘Look at my works! See
how beautiful they are. How Excellent! For you sake,
| created them all. See to it that you do not spoil and
destroy My world: for, if you do, there will be no one
else to repair it.””

(Kohelles Rabbah on 7:13)

TAOSOUND
TAPE & €D

- 6

th of withoul this ad
Just say PHILMONT!

BUY * SELL * TRADE
CD’'S- PVD'S- LP'S

Budget Stereos .

Special Orders
Tum r'LgJ'u in Taos
5 blocks north of Taos Plaza,
Between Michael's Kitchen
and the Taos Post Office

(s05) 7568-0323
JI4F PASEQ DEL PUEBLO NORTE




Introducing Father Mike Hanifin

Father Mike has been a scout since the age of eight and is an Eagle Scout and a Vigil Honor in the Order
of the Arrow. Father Mike first came to Philmont in 2001 when he attended the Scouting in the Catholic Church
at the Philmont Training Center during Relationships Week. When the content of the course changed in 2004
FFather Michael again attended the same course during the Relationships Week. In 2006 he returned to Philmont
for a third time to be an advisor on the St. George Trek along with Father Gerard Gentleman. They led a crew of
10 participants ages 15 to 17 years old from all over the United States. This year Father Mike was invited to be
a staff Catholic Chaplain from June 26 to July 27. He and Father Gerard Gentleman reunited to serve Philmont
as Catholic Scout Chaplains.

Father Mike is a priest of the Diocese of Orange in Southern California. He was ordained a Roman Cath-
olic Priest on October 3, 1987 and since 2001 is the founding Pastor of Santa Clara de Asis Catholic Church
in Yorba Linda, California. Father Mike is the Diocesan Catholic Scout Chaplain for the Boys Scouts and the
Girl Scouts. He is Chaplain for the Knights of Columbus Council 13311, the Ancient Order of Hibernians and
the First Friday Friars. Father Mike holds a BA in Religious Studies, a Master of Divinity Degree, Masters of
Arts in Theology, a Masters of Science in Marriage, Family and Child Counseling and also has Pupil Personnel
Services Credential in School Counseling.

Father Mike is a member of the National Catholic Committee on Scouting since 2002 and he currently
serves as the Chairman of the Chaplains’ Committee. This year Father Mike celebrates twenty years as a Ro-
man Catholic Priest and is on a five month sabbatical. This sabbatical allowed him to spend a month working
as a Chaplain at Philmont Scout Ranch. He is thrilled to be working with such a fine staff of Chaplains of many
faiths here at Philmont.

BUFFALO NICKEL
POSTER, POSTCARD & PICKLE

N,
ni.;_ p j%'
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by

Art & Jewerly
376-2750
www.buffalonickelgallery.com
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The World News

AFl Names 100 Greatest Films
(6/26)

The American Film Institute revealed its list of the
100 greatest films of the last 100 years, after narrow-
ing down a list from 400 nominees. Citizen Kane
made its place at the No. 1 spot, where it tends to

sit on such lists. It was followed by The Godfather,
Casablanca, Raging Bull, and Singing in the Rain

to round out the top five. The list was intended as a
tenth anniversary celebration of the “100 Years. . .
100 Movies™ list and was created with the polling of
more than 1,500 experts from the film community.
Eagle Scout Steven Spielberg led all directors with
five films on the list: No. 8 Schindler s List, No. 24
E.T the Extra Terrestrial, No. 56 Jaws, No. 66 Raid-
ers of the Lost Ark, and No. 71 Saving Private Ryan.
Good friend George Lucas had two films on the list,
No. 13 Star Wars: A New Hope and No. 62 American
Graffiti. The former placed 22 spots higher than the
film which beat it out for best picture in 1977, No. 35
Annie Hall.

Democratic Hopefuls Hold
Debate (6/28)

The presidential hopefuls of the Democratic party
held a debate at Howard University on Thursday.
Speaking at a historically black college to a mostly
black crowd, the candidates formed a diverse group.
Senator Barrack Obama is hoping to be the first black
president, while Senator Hillary Clinton hopes to be
the first woman. The group also included a Hispanic,
and much of the discussion focused on race relations;
especially a recent Supreme Court decision which ef-
fectively increases segregation in schools, something
Clinton said “turned back the clock on history.” Time
was also spent on the war in Iraq and the conditions
of black Americans. The crowd openly showed over-
whelming support for Obama. .
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Irag Experiences Worst Quar-
ter of Violence (6/28)

Five Gls were killed in Baghdad when a bomb
exploded near an American patrol Thursday. Their
deaths brought the number of deaths on the month
to 99, and the number of deaths over the past three
months to 329, making in the deadliest quarter since
the war began. It surpasses the 316 killed from No-
vember 2004 to January 20035. The blast came from

a large bomb buried underground, followed by small
arms fire.

Ex-Governor and CEQO Sen-
tenced to Jail (6/28)

Former Alabama Governor Don Siegelman was
sentenced to more than seven years in jail, Thursday,
on convictions of bribery, mail fraud and conspiracy
to get elected. He was joined by cohort and former
HealthSouth CEO Richard Scrushy, who was sen-
tenced to nearly as long. Both men must serve 500
hours of community service after release, and both
must pay hefty fines and restitutions. The presiding
judge recognized that Siegelman’s good deeds far
outweighed his bad and limited the sentence, which
could have been as many as 15 years. However, he
also recognized that the former Governor’s actions
had caused distrust in state politicians, and that an
example would have to be made.

Investigation Finds Afghan
Citizens Killed (6/29)

A NATO investigation into the casualties of an air
strike in civilian areas of Afghanistan found that 62
Taliban had been killed, along with 45 civilians. The
fighting has taken place in an ar¢a‘where Taliban
members are hiding among civilians for protection,
and continues even after the probe. Afghan officials
are notably angered over the deaths.



sports

NBA Draft (6/29)

Few surprises came in the 2007 NBA Draft on Fri-
day. The Portland Trailblazers made a tough decision
by taking Ohio State center Greg Oden with the first
overall pick. The Blazers passed up Oden’s fellow
freshman and phenomenon Kevin Durant of Texas,
and Durant was quickly taken by the Seattle Super
Sonics at No. 2. The Sonics also traded aging shooter
Ray Allen to the Boston Celtics for the No. 5 pick in
the draft, which they used to draft Georgetown for-
ward Jeff Green. With the No. 6 pick, the Milwaukee
Bucks selected Chinese forward Yi Jianlian. Jianlian
had previously provided a list of cities he would not
play in, based on a lack of Chinese population, and
Milwaukee was among them.

First Round Summary: 1) Portland: Greg Oden, C
(OSL); 2) Seattle: Kevin Durant, F (UT); 3) Atlanta:
Al Horford, F (UF); 4) Memphis: Mike Conley, G
(OS5U); 5) Boston (for Seattle): Jeff Green, F (GL);
6) Milwaukee: Yi Jianlian, F (China); 7) Minnesota:
Corey Brewer, G (UF); 8) Charlotte: Brandan Wright,
F (UNC); 9) Chicago: Joakim Noah, F (UF); 10) Sac-
ramento: Spencer Hawes, C (UW); 11) Atlanta: Acie
Law, G (TA&M); 12) Philadelphia: Thaddeus Young,
F (GT): 13) New Orleans: Julian Wright, F (KU): 14)
L.A. Clippers: Al Thornton, F (FSU); 15) Detroit:
Rodney Stuckey, G (EWU); 16) Washington: Nick
Young, G (USC); 17) New Jersey: Sean Williams, C
(BC); 18) Golden State: Marco Belinelli, G (Italy);
19) L.A. Lakers: Javaris Crittenton, G (GT); 20) Mi-
ami: Jason Smith, F (CSU); 21) Philadelphia: Dequan
Cook, G (OSU); 22) Charlotte: Jared Dudley, F (BC);
23) New York: Wilson Chandler, F (DePaul); 24)
Phoenix: Rudy Fernandez, G (Spain); 25) Utah: Mor-
ris Almond, G (Rice); 26) Houston: Aaron Brooks,

G (ORE); 27) Detroit: Aaron Afflalo, F (UCLA); 28)
San Antonio: Tiago Splitter, F (Brazil); 29) Phoenix:
Alando Tucker, F (Wisc); 30) Philadelphia: Petteri
Koponen, G (Finland) :
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NHL Selects 2007 Hall of Fame
Class (6/29)

Mark Messier, the NHL's second all-time leading
scorer, led the class of new Hall of Famers selected
Friday. He was joined by Ron Francis, fourth all-

time, Al Mclnnis, third all-time among defensemen,
three-time Stanley Cup winner and former Devil Scott
Stevens, and former executive Jim Gregory. It was a
relatively easy selection for the committee, as all five
nominees were in their first year of eligibility and were
all obvious choices.

Two Hitters Reach Milestones
on Same Day (6/28)

Blue Jay Frank Thomas, proving to be effective once
again years after being declared over-the-hill, hit a

- three-run shot off the Twins’ Carlos Silva in the first

inning Thursday. The home run was the 500th of his
career, making him the 21st player in major league
history to join the elite club. Thomas will likely not
be the last to join the club this season, however, as
four other players are close to the number. Only three
times in major league history have two players hit
their 500th home runs in the same season. This year
will likely also see two players reach 600 home runs,
becoming only the fifth and sixth members of that
club, and Barry Bonds break the all-time home run
record. The home run was followed in the evening by
Houston’s Craig Biggio getting his 3,000th career hit.
The hit, a single, came at home against Colorado, and
Biggio was thrown out trying to make it a double. He
also collected two more hits in the game, moving him
to No. 26 on the all-time list.



Wrestler's Murder and Sui-
cide Reported on Wikipe-
dia Early (6/29)

Fourteen hours before police found the bodies of
former WWE wrestler Chris Benoit and his fam-
ily, the Wikipedia page for Benoit reported that he
had killed his wife. On Friday, someone posted on
the site an apology, saying he was fooling with the
page—which can be edited by anyone—and the
whole thing was just a terrible coincidence.

/8th All-Star Roster Decided
(7/2)

Fan voting ended for the MLB All-Star Game

on Monday, deciding the starting rosters for both
leagues. Controversial Giants slugger Barry Bonds
overcame a large deficit to start his 12th career
All-Star game and 14th overall. He said afterwards
it would likely be his last. Yankees third baseman
Alex Rodriguez led all players with 3.89 million
votes, and former Seattle teammate Ken Griffey
Jr.. of Cincinnati, led all NL players with 2.99
million votes. It will be Griffey’s thirteenth career
All-Star game, all as a starter. The managers of the
game later selected pitchers and reserves.

NL Starters: C Russell Martin, L.A.; 1B Prince
Fielder, MIL; 2B Chase Utley, PHI; 3B David
Wright, NY; 55 Jose Reyes, NY; OF Barry Bonds,
SF: OF Carlos Beltran, NY: OF Ken Griffey Jr.,
CIN

AL Starters: C Ivan Rodriguez, DET; 1B David
Ortiz, BOS; 2B Placido Polanco, DET; 3B Alex
Rodriguez, NY: S5 Derck Jeter, NY; OF Vladimir
Guerrero, LA; OF Magglio Ordonez, DET; OF
Ichiro Suzuki, SEA

Bonds Tracker (6/29)

Giants’ outfielder Barry Bonds hit his 750th career
home run Friday in San Francisco. The shot came
in the eighth inning off of Arizona pitcher Livan
Hernandez. Bonds is now just five home runs
from tying Hank Aaron for the all-time record.
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Baseball Stats

American League

East W L Pct. GEBE STRK
Boston 50 31 0.617 Won 1
Toronto 40 42 0.488 10.5 Won1
NY Yankees 38 41 0.481 11 Won 1
Baltimore 36 45 0.444 14 Won 1
Tampa Bay 33 48 0.407 17 Lost8
Central W L Pct. GB STRK
Cleveland 50 32 0.61 Won 5
Detroit 47 33 0.588 2 Won 1
Minnesota 42 39 0.519 7.5 Lost2
Chicago Sox 35 44 0.443 135 Lost1
Kansas City 35 48 0.422 155 Won1
West W L Pct. GB STRK
LA Angels 51 31 0.622 Won 1
Seattle 45 34 0.57 4.5 Lost1
Oakland 42 40 0.512 9 Lost 1
Texas 34 48 0.415 17 Lost1
National League

East W L Pct. GEBE STRK
NY Mets 46 35 0.568 Lost 2
Atlanta 43 40 0.518 4 Lost 2
Philadelphia 42 41 0.506 5 Lost 1
Florida 38 45 0.458 9 Lost 1
Washington 33 49 0.402 13.5 Lost1
Central W L Pct. GEBE STRK
Milwaukee 48 34 0.585 Won 1
Chicago Cubs 41 40 0.506 6.5 Won2
St. Louis 37 42 0.468 9.5 Won2
Houston 36 47 0.434 125 Won 2
Pittsburgh 35 4T 0.427 13 Lost 2
Cincinnati 31 51 0.378 17 Lost1
West W L Pct. GB STRK
San Diego 47 34 0.58 Won 1
LA Dodgers 43 36 0.566 1 Won 2
Arizona 46 38 0.548 25 Lost3
Colorado 40 43 0.482 8 Won1
San Francisco 35 45 0.438 11.5

Won 2

L10
4--6
5--5
3--7
6--4
2-8

L10

L10

L10
7-3
5--5
4--6
3-7
3--7

L10
7-3
9-1
5-5
5-5
4--6
3--7

L10
6--4
5--5
4-6
2-8
3.7
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L "Martin Favletich Studio

Evocatve Fine Art in Pastels & Qils

,Original Philmont Landscape Paintings

Commissions Available

(Ask abour the new CD w/10 screensaver images)

428 E 9th 51. (1/2 Block east of Village Hall)

305-447-0390

Imartinpavletich.com

LMParinm vahoo.com
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e Art Gallery, Estate & Resale
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& Early 20th centary od basren, real estate mogd and phalasthropist 1 Thes masseve land cwner can be found i the Villa drung room
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10 Unz 41
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Don't be mean. Be GREEN. Recycle your old Philnews.
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Handmade Leather Goods
Shirley Dale
<Tr
THZ
RN
PO Box 511 -

129 East 12th Swrect
Cimarron, NM 87714
(505)-376-9128




SIMPLE SIMOIY'S
Bist Pizza m Town

10 AM- 8 PM. MSAI
MAM. - 5 PM. W

Pizza, CALzonts, SAL4p,
WINGS

OuTsIDE Dirna

153 L. 91 S1.
(505) - 376 - N30

Philmont Photo
Gontest 2007

Sponsored by Activities
All photos must be from 2007 and related to Philmont.
The winner of each category will win a prize from the
Trading Post. The overall winner will receive a gift
certificate to the Trading Post or Texas Red’s.
Good luck!
Deadline: August 1st

Yvonne’s Crossroads of
Style and Fitness

Tanning Manicures Pedicures
Standing & Free Weights
Cardiovascular Equipment

Yvonne Enloe
and
Kathleen Holt (Fr.)
(505)376-4533
P.O. Box 373
Cimarron, NM 87714

Salon: Tues. thru Sat. 8:30a.m.- 7 p.m

Gym: Mon. thru Sat. - 6 a.m. - 9 p.m

Philmont Phofo Contest 2008 Enfry

Form

Name

Department

IPhoto Title

Category (Circle One):
Landscape
Animal Wildlife
Staff Activity
Sunrise & Sunset
Humor (no vulgarity)
Digital Creations
Storms & Rainbows
Plant Wildlife
Camper Activity
Double H
Black & White

(OUne entry per category.)

Bring or send your photos to the Activities.Office.
Each photo must be labeled with your name, depart-
ment and the category in which you are entering it.

No DIGITAL ALTERATIONS (except for Digital
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Creations category).




RocKIN' LAZY B

A 5

Gallery § Emporium

Featuring Local & Emerging Artists
Faxing - Digital Photo Printing -
discount for Philmont Staff
Fine Art
Western Prints & Posters
Knives
Baja Shirts
Various Colors of Mexican
Blankets

Lay - A - Way
357 E. 9th Street
On the corner of 9th and Washington

(505) - 376 - 2070
Connie and Jim Beil, Owners

Former Philmont Staffers

can be yours!

Contribute to the Philnews. We accept
feature stories, short stories, cartoons,
and poetry by i-camp. in person at
the NPS office, by phone ext. 246, or
email at phin&ws@gmail.com!

21 The Philnews - July 6th, 2007

Phil-Pickup Lines

Whether it's a classic Phil-line or an up-

land-comer, you can now impress with
these smooth lines.

You are so sweeeeeeet, you
should go up in a bear bag.
Do you have a map and compass,
‘cause | am lost in your eyes.
Urraca my Mesa.

Do your legs hurt? ‘cause you
have been hiking through my
mind all day.

You must work at Fish Camp,
‘cause you’ve got me hooked.
Do you know the location of the
nearest AED, ‘cause you just
made my heart stop.

Excuse me, | may be lost... can |
get directions to where ever you
are going”?

Does Philmont have a camp for
astronauts, ‘cause you’re out of
this world.

Hey I just realized you look just
like my next Phil-Fling.

Do you have your first aid kit?
‘cause I scraped my knee when |
fell for you. .




AND LOOK GREAT!

Cimarron West

COVER YOUR HEAD, SHADE YOUR EYES
PROTECT YOUR NOSE & EARS,

376-2423 B STRAW HATS
®  BOWLERHATS
Boots, Hats, @ \weSTERN HATS
Saddle Shop, 8 5;TRACK HATS
Clothing ! LEATHER HATS  BULL WHIPS!!I!
]

R/ 1T LT T Tt L L L L L Lt Lorepepapupmpppapapen

Yauuuuuuunununnnnuanud’

600 W. 18th &t.

-
Tim and Susan McCGoy, Proprictors

Elk Ridge Inn Bed and Breakfast

903-376-2011 =
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Join the Club!

Philmont Staftf Association
A fellowship of current and former
Philmont staff

PHILMONT STAFF ASSOCIATION

It's just S15 for a year’s membership!
I'hat gets you 6 issues of High Country with
updates, news and stories all about

'‘God’s Country™ plus access to the online
membership directory listing former staff

living all over the world and a PSA car decal
SIGN UP NOW!
Just [-Camp this ad to Michele Allen, PSA,
or stop by our office in the Beaubien room at
PTC. Please enclose $15 with this form, OR

before August 1st, check the payroll

deduction box below

Name
Job/Depaniment

Permanent Address

Sign me up! Please deduct $15 from my nexi
2 '] .:1.'-":.| I\:I.I \I'I_\L
g Lime [or me 1o rencw

I yoaned last summer, s¢
Plcase deduct $15 from my next pavcheck

Slgnature

Datc
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RATON, NM

Prclfessicnal Theater Shows
June 20-August
Thursdavs. Fridays and saturdavys

S:00 DM
Thursday, Friday, an'd:_
Saturdays Show

Tickets

Acults 814
Semors 8512
Students ‘:Hq

July 5 - Foxfire - come-
dy-drama with riusic.
July 6 - Foxfire

July 7 - The Mcusetrap-
Agatha Christie s longest
running mystery ever!

For more imformation pl:ase contact
Infoe 'nlllllcrl!!-:.:n-." po=h
www shulertheater.com
131. N. 2nd St. Raton. NM 87740
505-445-4746




END OF THE LINE

RAILROAD SPIKE KNIVES

BY
JOE AL GIBSOXN, MAKER

AVAILABLE AT:
THE OUTFITTER
CIMARROXN, NM
(505)-376G-9128

WA,
L *i

Inspiration Point

Submission by Jacob New-
house

Well, let me tell you about how beautiful it
is to stand on a mountain. The view reaches out over
rolling hills and plains. Huge trees appear as small as
ants. The sky is a never ending playground of rolling
white plumes. You can truly see your measure in the
world from atop the massive mountain just under your
feet.

However, the march up the trail is more like a
test. The elevation takes your breath from you at every
step. The summer sun rains down on you with rays of
fire. The trail is course and rock laden, making each
step an unbearable burn. You gain the will to survive
in every climb to the top.

But once you reach that last step and gaze
upon nature’s fine craftsmanship, the awe of Inspira-
tion Point hits you like an angel appearing before your
eyes. The illusion of distance becomes disorienting.
The Luphnrm of achievement is warm to the soul. The
breeze over the mountain refreshes the sweaty body,
and the sun’s hot rays no longer burn the skin.

Then, from the far side of the mountain you
see dark skies. Creeping towards you like the tide;
those tiny little steps that let you believe you still have
time. So you stay in the view of the world below tak-
ing in the essence of its beauty. All the while the dark
clouds slowly encompass the mesa.

Then you see the first signal of warning!
Lightening crashes into the ground some miles away,
and it’s easy to say you can still get down. Another
bolt strikes the ground, and its closer, and you feel the
sense of danger, but camp is just down the hill. Then
bang! the lightening hits less than a mile away from
you. The hair on your neck stands up as it strikes. A
tingle passes through your body and the notion of fear
becomes clearly apparent. Finally, you travel down the
path to the campsite to tell the world h(m you were
inspired at inspiration point!

.
'



"If you can find it,
we have it"

Knives, Swords, Skins
& Skulls
Southwest Collectibles

(505)-376-1110

waUST LOOK FOR ALL THE FLAGS
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Russel’s Grocery
(H0H)-370-222 1

RUSSELL s ONE-STOP

Russell’'s Laundromat

Cree Mcee Drve-In
(H05)-376-2 180

One-stop
Cimarron Floral
(505)-376-2619 Russell’s Car Wash
/
HicawAy 64 CiMARRON, NM
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Time comes and goes: From past to present, present to the future. Already close
to half of our Philmont experience has elapsed. I see in a not so distant future the call of
civilization, with its rigid schedules, formalities and a myriad of other things.

From where I sit, [ can see the romance of a past civilization, in the way of old
cars, rusty pipes and broken bottles. *Artifacts™ is what the collectors or person of older
sentiment would call it. I prefer “trash.” The tracks of the workers and even the purpose
of these mine cars have all faded away. Looking through this rubbish, | am filled with an
acute emptiness, one that draws me to explore other, deeper forms of this phenomenon.

Only at the back of our mine (French | lenry) can I feel a most complete primor-
dial emptiness. There is no light for my eyes to see, nor sound for my ears to hear. My
body seems numb, floating in a sea of darkness.

This nothingness, 1 find, is avoided at all costs in our civilized world. Why just
sit there in gentle contemplation when you can have the TV on? Why would you walk in
the morning in silence, when you could have a radio on?

At my academic home in Boston during the late evenings, when the usual drunks
are out of sight, you can catch the stoplights at just the right time to

experience complete silence. I have had entire conversations die because of this
phenomenon, my compadres spooked like young deer. All of our amusements, tools and
habits are tailored to escape from not only the physical absences of everything but even
the remote idea of nothing.

[ no longer look upon emptiness with apprehension. Just like all other
things, or non-things in this case, it can be learned from. I feel that [, or some other part
of my lineage, was born from nothing. To deny nothing or, even worse, cower from it, is
to disregard part of my being. If you have the opportunity, especially in an urban envi-
ronment to encounter silence, you should allow yourself to fully take in the experience.
Such a primitive force is at risk of being eradicated by society, but with it we may be
able to explore the foundations of our very being.
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continued from pg. 10

wonder of French Henry.

The best advice that can be offered is to go
a different way up than down, to always keep your
hike fresh. I would suggest taking the Black Horse
route up the mountain, as it’s easier than Copper
Park and plenty beautiful. If you have time, take
the new Greenwood Canyon trail down, or simply
head straight to Copper Park if you don't. If you're
completely rushed, you can always go through
Baldy Town to get down as quickly as possible.
It’s still different for most of the way and also still
supremely beautiful.

The second set of advice would be to get
out there and do it. Baldy offers some of the most
rewarding challenges on the Ranch, and it’s hard to
call a summer complete without going after them
Oonce.

Automated External Defibrillators

Health Lodge (x2)

Full Time Paramedics Truck
Fire Station 1
Administration
CHQ Camper Dining Hall
Between PTC Dining Halls
PTC Sun Room
Logistics Radio Room

Trading Post Snack Bar
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continued from pg. 11

rocks and the occasional stick will puncture that
puppy.

The rapids got better the farther down we floated.
Longer stretches of deep, relaxed water lead to bigger,
but more enjoyable whitewater. After five more hours
of floating (and sometimes fording) the Rio Grande,
we piled into our shuttle and drove back to the starting
point.

The Orilla Verde Recreation Area has several
campsites and day-use areas along the river. For a
full-day adventure, you can start at the top at the Taos
Junction Bridge, and drift nearly five miles to the Pilar
Campsite, or pick your own route along the river. There
is a $3 day-use fee for each car that allows parking at
all campsites. Or you can setup camp for $7 a night and
sleep to the Rio Grande’s aqueous music.

From Philmont, head towards Taos. At the US-64 and
NM-585 junction take a left towards Santa Fe. When
you come into Taos, turn left on NM-68 and drive until
vou come to Pilar. Turn right on NM-570 just past the
Far Flung Adventures office.

Cost

Inner-tube - $14-$20. Camping permit - $7 (extra car

$3.) Day-use fee - $3. Gas... Don’t want to think about
it.

Tips

For a full-day trip, start before 10:00 am. Storms come
in during the late afternoon.

Wear protective foot-wear. Flip-flops don’t count.

Be a strong swimmer. Although the river is rarely more
than five feet deep, the current is swifi.

Wear lots of sunscreen.
= <
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Unusual Museum”™

Cimarron's
OLD MILL MUSEUM
Built by frontiersman
Lucien Maxwell in 1864.
Location in the heart

ol ¥yt |7

D l B—EI-."&-S‘?“-:'I‘ 5 of historic Cimarron.
W wun 1-
June, Sy, August 505-376-2417
st e e chamber@cimarronnm.com

Closed Thurs




“This is the way to Mr. Miya-
gi's house.” - David Counts,
NPS Manager.

Levi Unruh
Photo by: Cal Hiebsch

Relive the ".I} s of the Santa Fe Trail

velcomes the Phulmom Stafi

St. James Hotel

on the Old Santa Fe Trasl
i Ukmarno, Mew Meaiin
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